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assessing the amounts required in traditional and
stereotyped proportions on the various parts of the
county.1 Quarter-sessions were ordered to assess and
tax every parish and place according to a certain
pound rate of the full and fair annual value of the
messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments ratable
to the relief of the poor therein. The true annual
value of the property liable to the poor-rate thus
became the basis for distributing the charge between
parish and parish, as well as between individual and
individual within the parish.

The hue-and-cry rate, which under the act of 1585
was to be assessed according to the ability of the
inhabitants,2 was assimilated to the poor-rate by
practice and legal decisions without aid from the
legislature. A non-resident occupier in 1674 tried
to escape from the rate on the ground that as he was
not a resident he could not keep watch and ward, and
was therefore in no way responsible for the robbery.
In spite of the plausibility of this contention, and of
some precedents in his favour, he lost his case.3 In
the 1736 edition of Nelson's Justice there is a blank
form of warrant in which the constables and head-
boroughs in a hundred are directed to raise the
money required from each parish by assessing it on

1 For an example of these traditional apportionments see A General
Rate for the County of Norfolk, 1743 and  1768, which gives the
amount to be paid by every parish in case of (i) "a three hundred
pound levy," (2)a "four hundred and fifty pound levy," and (3) a
" six hundred pound levy."   Quarter-sessions order a copy to be
kept by the overseers of every town, parish, and place in the
county.

2  See above, p. 46.

3  Viner, General Abridgment of Law and Equity, s,v. " Bobbery,"
p. 269.